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Here are five things to 
do when searching for 
your veil & tiara:
1. Pick your dress before you pick your 

accessories.  Many veils & tiaras match 
or have elements that can be found on 
the dress you choose.  Picking accessories 
before you decide on the dress will most 
likely confuse you – since you’ll be trying 
to match a style of veil & tiara to a type of 
dress that may or may not accentuate your 
best features.  It is best to not even try on 
accessories until you’ve decided on your 
dress.  Then you can focus on the color 
and other elements you love about your 
dress that you want to accentuate with 
the accessories you choose. The key is to 
consider what you like first, and then find 
a veil/headpiece that compliments your 
gown as close as you can.  

2. Pick a veil & tiara that doesn’t distract 
from you or from the dress.  If your dress 
is really ornate and has a lot of beadwork 
or embroidery, it is best to wear a plain 
or simple accessories so that they don’t 
distract from the dress.  A plain dress looks 
great with a long cathedral length veil or a 
veil that is adorned with embroidery, lace 
or beadwork.   Also, avoid veils that have 
really thick ribbons on the edging of the 
veil because they tend to divert the focus 
from your face to the veil.   Here are several 
of the more common lengths of veils for 
you to consider: 
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The accessories you wear with your wedding gown are critically important for making your 

transformation into a bride complete.  You wouldn’t dream of showing up at your wedding without 

your makeup and hair being done so don’t get married without the proper accessories that match 

and complete your look.  In this special report, I’ll share with you five tips for finding the perfect veil and tiara. 

A veil is the one of the final accessories that will make your transformation into a bride complete.  It is most often 

made from varying lengths of tulle (a machine-made crisp, netting like material) and can have a wide assortment of 

embellishments which adorn its body and edges.  Anciently, it was believed that the veil protected the bride from evil 

spirits.  Most brides today wear the veil to top off the perfect dress in a fun, elegant and stunning way.  Your veil can have 

a finished trim with piping (cording) or ribbon or can be unfinished and adorned with crystals, pearls or rhinestones.  

Lengths of Veils Picture Description

Waist Length

    

Veils can come with piping 
(cording), and ribbon along the 
edge of the veil. A waist length veil 
falls just below the waistline.   Both 
of these veils have a blusher which 
is traditionally worn over the face 
during the ceremony and flipped 
over the head or removed after 
the wedding ceremony.

Fingertip Length

  

This veil extends to your 
outstretched fingertips.  It is 
approximately 45-50 inches in length 
and can be single or double layered 
with a blusher front.

Waltz or Ballet 
Veil (Calf Length)

The veil falls between the knees 
and the ankle.

Cathedral Length

  

Cathedral veils are typically worn 
at formal weddings and can be 
so dramatic that they become 
the focus of your attire.  If your 
dress is floor length, you may 
choose a cathedral veil to give the 
impression of a long train.  The veil 
extends 3 ½ to 5 feet beyond the 
base of the dress.



 
Three other types of veils that you may 
also consider are:
•  Flyaway– this veil is a shorter veil that just 

brushes the shoulders.  It can be single 
or double-layered and is most often 
considered to be a less formal type of veil.  

•  Mantilla – this Spanish styled veil is long 
and has a lot of lace.  It can be made 
entirely of lace or have heavy lace on the 
edge of the tulle.  

•   Cage – A cage veil 
is made up of tulle 
and lightly drapes 
around the face 
or over one eye 
depending on its 
placement.  They 
are very elegant 
and dramatic and 
can be combined with feathers or flowers 
for a very distinguished look. 

3. Experiment with different placements 
of the veil, tiara or other accessories 
in your hair.  Most veils have a comb 
attached so the veil can easily be attached 
in your hair.  Depending on how your 
hair is styled for the wedding, you may 
want to place the veil higher or lower on 
your head.  As you examine how the veil 
looks from every angle, you’ll be able to 
determine what fits you and the dress 
best.  If the veil & tiara seem unstable, you 
can have your hairdresser secure the veil 
with bobby pins.   

4. Choose a style that best matches your 
face shape and body type.   A good rule 
of thumb is to pick a length and volume 
of veil that is the opposite of your face 
shape and body type.  For example, if 
you have a round face, wear a longer veil 
that falls along the side of your face to 
balance and visually narrow your face.  If 
you have an oval or oblong face, wear a 

poufy veil that will add width.  A fluffy, 
poufy veil can overwhelm a petite bride, 
while this style of veil can give a taller bride 
a stronger presence.  Try several types of 
veils on and look at them from every angle 
to determine what best fits your face and 
body type.  If you aren’t sure, ask a friend, 
family member, or your bridal consultant.   

5. Wear a tiara or headpiece to 
complement the veil.  A headpiece or 
tiara can complete your look and will most 

likely contain shapes or patterns of pearls, 
crystals or beads that will match your dress. 
Try on several tiaras to find one that will 
complement your veil placement and tiara 
best.  If you’re not sure, ask your bridal 
consultant to help you find a specific tiara 
that matches your veil and dress.  They 
work with dresses and veils all the time, so 
they will likely be able to help you find the 
perfect match.
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